Countertop Width: How Wide is the Standard Countertop?
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While specific measurements will often depend on your specific space, there are standard measurements for
structures within the home. One of these structures is your countertops. This guide will focus on the standard
width of countertops.

What is the Standard Width for Countertops?
As mentioned above, the width of your countertops will ultimately depend on how large or small your space
is. While most standard size countertops will work in homes, there are times when they do not work, and
you will require a custom sized countertop. Unfortunately for homeowners in this situation, customization
will come at an additional cost.
The standard width for kitchen countertops is 25 inches. Depending on your specific space, this number can
fall within the range of 24 ½ to 25 ½ inches. In the bathroom, countertops are typically between 19 ½ to 22
½ inches wide.

How is the Standard Width of Countertops Determined?
There are a few factors that help determine what the standard width of countertops is. The main factor that
impacts this number is the width of your base cabinets. In the kitchen, a standard base cabinet width is 24
inches. In the bathroom, the standard width of base cabinets is between 18 and 21 inches. As you can tell
from comparing these numbers to the standard width of countertops, it is typical to have a difference of 1 ½
inches between the two. This difference creates an ideal design that makes the cabinets accessible.

What is the Standard Width for a Kitchen Island Countertop?
Kitchen island countertops are a little wider than your regular countertops. Of course, this will depend upon
the size of your home’s kitchen. The standard width for kitchen island countertops in 27 inches.

Summary of Measurements
The table below provides a summary of the standard measurements for kitchen countertops, bathroom
countertops, kitchen island countertops and the base cabinets that accompany the surfaces.

Kitchen Countertops
Bathroom Countertops

How Wide are Standard Countertops and Base Cabinets?
25 inches wide
19 ½ to 22 ½ inches wide

Kitchen Island Countertops 27 inches wide
Kitchen Base Cabinets

24 inches wide

Bathroom Base Cabinets

18 to 21 inches wide

Countertop width is just one of the elements that is key to kitchen design, bathroom design and home
remodeling in general. These standards were determined by the interior design industry after much research
into what specific measurements help maximize the space in both the kitchen and the bathroom.
As mentioned several times, these measurements can vary slightly based on your specific space. If your
kitchen or bathroom is smaller or larger than average, you may need to adjust the number accordingly.
Keeping countertop width in mind is a great way to help plan for your kitchen or bathroom remodeling
project. Knowing the standard dimensions can allow you to start planning other elements in the room. This
guide will help you remember the standard widths for countertops and the associated base cabinets.

